Grove March 24, 1904 

From Annie Johnson 

To Mrs. Frank Helin, Matlock, Wash.. 

The Lord give the tired force and the powerless strong enough! 

Dear sister-in-law, Lydia! 

You are very much waiting for letters from us, I think. I had wanted to come over to you for a long time, but as you know that the disease is rife here so we can not come, however much we wished. When I got home all three children were sick, as you know. And it did not take long time until both "baben" the child and I were sick by the same disease, "La-grip". 

I've had such pain throughout the body, so I do not think that I have ever been so suffering before. But now the pain has stopped, but now I have it more in my head. And "baben" he is quite bad. He wants me to have him always. He sleeps sometimes, but not much in the daytime. Yes, it is hard to be sick and to take care of the poor sick children. But praise be to the Lord's name. He give the weary force. Praise be to God! 

I think so highly of you and your little "baby". I wish I could come soon, but I dare not come as long as we are sick, because I do not want you to get this disease from us as it is so hard. I hope you are now a bit stronger. Oh, what I'm glad you finally have solved that problem. 

I have sewn your "baby" a dress, so when I can come to you I'll take it and the other things with me. I have sewn a little to my children since I got home. I've been in a hurry, but I still have time to be sick. But we hope that soon we may meet. Yes, the time seems so long when you do not get to see each other often. But it is good that we can go to God with everything. Yes he is our strength in distress and grief. 

Yes dear Lydia, it would be kind if you could write a few lines if you "liker". I think a lot of you. I hear that your little boy is good to sleep. It is right by him. I think he has grown a lot since I saw him. 

Greetings to Helin and Klaes from all of us.

Dear greetings from me, your sister-in-law, Annie. 

