Chicago May 6, 1906 

From Anna Samuelson 

To Mrs. F.A. Helin, Matlock, Ill.. 

Dear sister Lydia and family! 

Thank you for your dear letter we received a couple of weeks ago. What good to own health. We have been a little sick and have had a colds all of us. Here it is such a fickle weather, sometimes it's so warm and another time it could be so cold. We are now feeling better, but Ingeborg. She is not healthy. She both is in bed and is up. 

When Martin wrote last, I had meant to write but could not. He came home from "skäppet" in the middle of the day, because something had broken down so they could not work for the rest of the day. Therefore he wrote. As you know we've got to leave our little Arthur. We miss him, but we do not grieve so much over his death as if he had always been healthy (for we dare not wish him back). When I think of the little time we had to have him among us and the suffering I saw him, we have reasons to thank God with all our heart, that he took him home to himself. Now he do not have to feel pain any more. I see him whenever I want. He sat there in his chair. On the days he was a little better, then he was so happy when the other children ran around him. Many who saw him thought he was so intelligent and he had such a fine-looking head and eyes. Oh, what I wish we had his photo as a memory. We thought about that, but it was so cold to go out with him. And so we still thought he should be better. But we rejoice at the thought of soon being able to see and meet him in a better country, where no sorrow or illness reaches us more. It is our daily prayer and desire to meet all of our siblings and parents and loved ones, where the song will noise as the sound of a large waterfall. 

You ask where he is buried. He is buried in the graveyard that you and Martin were at May 30th, when you were here. It costs 10 dollars, the little grave he had. Some of Martin's relatives attended. Hjalmar and Anna and Charles and Ruth was in this house with us. They had bought a really nice bouquet with flowers that cost 4 dollars. When it was on the floor it was as high as the coffin. Only Charl was with us to the graveyard, he took the tram. Edd wore down the corpse, so Alma and he  took the same cab as the pastor and his wife went in. So we Martin, I and Ingeborg had one cab  where we had the coffin with Arthur. We had to pay 12 dollars for both the cabs. There were many friends to us around to the graveyard, they took the tram. Mrs. Jaxen was here. Had a big bouquet of flowers. Mrs. Gustafson, an equally large. There were a few around here who also had flowers. We bought one ourselves for 4 dollars, in which was put in his name, Arthur, by flowers. The funeral cost between 40-50 dollars. I have written perhaps too much, but I thought it might interest you to know that. 

I can tell from our father and mother. We had a letter 2-3 days ago. They are fairly health. Father says old Petter Gustaf is dead and he says he has been in Gummeboda in Neragården. Then he was inside Martin's home. Father is so ill that he could not go down to the meeting. It is so sad, he must be so sick. They asked my father to write to us and ask us to finally come home this fall or next spring and we could have, we probably had gone now when "skäppet" is to be moved. No one knows what work one can get. Surely, we could well get enough money for the trip, but we think it's not so good to come and take on a farm but having no money. They think, if we will, we can find ourselves without a servant, and I think it needs a maid, both then and now. For my part, I am not so strong and to take care of the children is a little work. 

And now I end up with many dear greetings from us all, your sister Anna Samuelson. 

Write soon!

Thank you for the invitation. We could not get to be with you at Easter. We now have mission meeting here on Sunday. We wish you came to us and were with us. We have just a couple of minutes way to the church. 

Greetings to August with his family! 

I have written to Mrs. Hjerpe. Let me know if you intend to send something to Albin and Anni,  when they got to be confirmed. We have a SEK 5 we intended to Anni since we got here. Martin has always said she should have it, but we can not send to Albin also, so we will probably not send to anyone. I hope you will understand me. 

