Chicago Heights,  September 30 1907 

From Anna Samuelson 

To Mrs. Lydia Helin, Matlock, Mason co., Wash.. 

Dear sister Lydia with your dear friends. 

Have many thanks for the letter we received a couple of weeks ago. Oh so good to have health. Even we have reason to thank God that we own the health. Martin's foot is now much better and last Sunday he was in the church. 

I and the children have been in Chicago a few days and visit friends. It was the last days of August. Martin was alone at home and took care of himself. He cooked his own meals, both what he needed at home and to bring in the "pelen", and so he had his diseased foot to anoint and tie and he worked every day, so he had a lot of work. It was so nice getting to our friends there. We were most of the time with the Gustafsons, and so we were visiting Anne. She was feeling well she said. They have 3 girls. I went into Najmi for a look. Then I met Carl, he had become so old I thought. He said it had gone pretty good with the children and even with his business at his house this summer, but I think he misses Berta more than anyone knows. I was with Ruth, she has "beben" the child. I have sewn 2 "dräsar" dresses and sent to her some time ago, after I got home. (He is now baptized and named Gunnar). That name Berta gave him when she was alive. Ruth said that Carl comes there to his little boy sometimes. Then he has the greatest son with him. It is good that the siblings have them, but he'll have to have the biggest worries for myself. Him they scream upon when they need both shoes and clothing. Najmi has a boy in the same age as Carl's, so they went both of them outside there and dug in the dirt. They were wet and cold and looked distressed, but Najmi did not care for them. It looks like she had enough to do. She got a "bebe" baby in the month of February, and Ruth said she is expected to have the 3rd in the month of January again. Her Carl does not look healthy and Anna said, it's so sad that Carl is not feeling well. 

You ask what illness Hilda and Lina have. I've heard it's abdomen suffering that so many have. Lina is better and Hilda too, but Esther said that it looks like she will not become well, but it is because she has a too hard work to do. They are very many themselves, and they always have someone foreign, preferably in the summer. Then their friends visit them, and most want to stay a few days on the country side. 

I visited Mrs. Jäxsen, and Ernst and Axelinda. Then we were on the east side and visited friends and Esther. Pastor Nilson was in Chicago that week, so he was in his old parish church and spoke 3 times. I heard him 2 times. He is the same and are speaking the word of God with the spirit and power. He has aged, his hair is all white. We have not gone out of the Assembly yet, but we will do so soon. It has not been done so far. 

I can greet from Sweden. I had a letter from sister Maria a couple weeks ago. They had all more or less health. Mother was a little better. Axel Gustafson has traveled through Chicago, but could not come to us because it is too far when there are only a few hours they can stay in Chicago. They can not imagine how big town Chicago is, that they just passes by. Maria wrote that she and they all meant to come and visit us, so they had sent my bed covers and “dynvar” cases for the pads and socks for Martin and napkins. I was so happy to get so verbally talk to them and ask about our beloved homeland, but then finally we got the package and I was almost sorry that they did not come, but I and we may well be contented with letters and it is so nice to get them from the dear and near, but the idea wants so badly to come and what it would be gratifying to oraly talk to them and actually see them. 

Oskar's oldest girl in Skallebo was with them to America and a sister in law to Axel Gustafson. 

I remember so much Anny and August and how they are doing. But it's good to know they have their hopes and trust in God. He has promised not to forsake his own. He wants to lift, assist and lead us, not only in healthy days, but even when illness and distress is visiting our homes. We will meet at the mercy seat. Let us not forget to pray for our relatives and for each other. 

Kind regards from all of us. 

Your sister Anna Samuelson. 

Write soon! 

Vilhelm in Gumbo has 2 maids, One tall and one smaller. One every two weeks, so mother is inside and cook food and so she has father who is in bed all the time now. 

Greet from us to August with his family. 

We have so long wished to see your children and yourself too. Have you ever taken a picture of them? 

Sister Maria says that the widow Hilda's man is already engaged to Anna in Gåsamåla. What do you think about the grief. 

