Chicago Heights, February 26, 1914 

From Anna Samuelson 

To Lydia Helin 

Dear sister Lydia with family. 

I shall now take this opportunity to write a few lines to you and put together with the children's letters that they wrote to the cousins. (Bengt J's comment: Children's letters are missing!) 

First thanks, great thanks for the letter and card. We can recognize you all so good, although we have never seen any of the children. Oh, so tall children August and Hanna have. Imagine how they have  grown up fast. Now they probably have good help from them with their large amount of work. I asume it is your children standing in front of the big girls. They look so good and so great. It was sad Herbert is not healthy. We hope he is fine now. It was difficult for you to have "skoltitsan" still, that I do not think is necessary for you to have. I think you have enough work anyway. 

You say you've had a letter from Ida and that she has been out in several places this summer. Who has she been with? Tell me a little next time you write if you can. I have right now, while I am writing, received a letter from sister Ida. She mentions nothing about that she was somewhere, more than that she was in Åkerby and was speaking to mother. It was the first week of February. Mother was then feeling something better. She has been so poor the hole winter, she says, she awaits death every day. Yes, we must also live so,  we do not know which day is our last and may we never forget to pray for our dear old mother and for each other. Time is so short. 

Ida says in her letter that Arvid want to travel to America. He is probably in the years that he is going to the military force soon, I think. So it's all so hard not to be helpful. I have so often wished I could be  of any use for our nephews, but here in the cities, it is not worth to come to get a job now, because here it is so bad. Here are a large number of men, only here in this small town, without a job. It is so sad to see them and many are very angry, so I dare not open to anyone who comes and ask for food. Many are  both thieves and murderers. It makes me so hurt when they go unemployed, so it would not be good for Arvid to come here now, as also Martin may go without a job, who have been here so long. He has had so little job since before Christmas, but we've got to have health and have a lot that others lack. Yes God is good. 

I see in your letter that August´s have moved so far. What did they do with their old farm? Have they   rented out "utrentad" the farm ? It is too difficult to you now, to live so separated. Sell your farm and come and settle you around here, now in your old age, for the time you have left, so we can go and hear the words of God every week in your native language. Where's Klas now? We may never hear how he is. Is he with you now? 

I wrote a letter and sent the children for Vallentine (day). Have you got it? I sent a card to August at the same time, but they had probably already moved then, so they probably did not get it. Now we do not know their address, but they will probably write  to us so we get it. How is Mrs. Vigren now? Greet her when you write. 

Dear greetings from all of us.  Your sister Anna Samuelson. Write soon! 

